
Sunday, September 20 
Greenstone Fields, Purcellville
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Meet & Greet Reception with  
Question & Answer Session
Mimo Davis, Dave Dowling, Barbara Lamborne, Bob Wollam

Monday, September 21 
Greenstone Fields, Purcellville 
Don’s Dahlias, Leesburg
7:30 a.m. Registration
8:00 a.m. Irrigation Demystified: Why it Should Rank 
Higher on Your “To Do” List
Ellen Polishuk, Purcellville, Virginia
Irrigation is a must if you expect to grow quality flowers 
consistently.  Learn the basics of irrigation so you can 
design and install your own system.
9:45 a.m.  Bulbs, Corms, and More Bulbs
Dave Dowling, Ednie Flower Bulb, Fredon, New Jersey
Learn the best techniques for the highest yield and quality 
of a wide range of cut flower bulbs.
10:45 a.m. Fall Sowings in the Field for Spring Cuts—
Start Those Cool Flowers Now!
Lisa Ziegler, Gardener’s Workshop Farm, Newport News, 
Virginia
Lisa will share what you should be planting now to have an 
abundance of great flowers next spring. 
11:45 a.m. Lunch   (included with registration)
1:00 p.m. Tour of Greenstone Fields with Mimo Davis 
and owner Barb Lamborne
The focus will be on high tunnel production of cut flowers, 
including handouts of how tunnels are used to extend the 
season for spring and fall blooms. 
2:30 p.m. Bouquet Building 801
Jeanie McKewan, Brightflower Farm, Stockton, Illinois
800 level college classes are for the very advanced! Jeanie 
will demonstrate the efficient production of flower bouquets 
for mass markets, and explain the process of selling through 
distribution centers of large grocery store chains.
3:30 p.m. Don’s Dahlias, Leesburg
The visit to Don’s Dahlias will include a tour of dahlias 
grown for farmers’ markets and the wedding industry. They 
consider themselves “boutique” growers; custom growing 
for brides well in advance of their weddings. After twenty 
years of  growing dahlias for exhibition competition their 
emphasis changed to marketing dahlias to the public. 
They also grow 100 hydrangeas of different varieties in a 
wooded area otherwise unusable for flower production. 
Don currently serves as President of the American Dahlia 
Society, which is celebrating its 100th anniversary. 

Tuesday, September 22  
Wollam Gardens, Jeffersonton
7:30 a.m. Registration
8:00 a.m. Nurturing Farmer to Designer and Designer  
to Farmer Relationships
Ellen Frost, Local Color Flowers, Baltimore, Maryland
Laura Beth Resnick, Butterbee Farm, Pikesville, Maryland
Ellen and Laura Beth will speak in detail about the unique 
relationship between farmer and florist. They will discuss 
the process of buying and selling, along with cross 
marketing, and the do’s and don’ts of any farmer/florist 
partnership.
9:00 a.m. Cover Cropping on a Small Farm  
with Small Equipment
Casey Gustowarow, The Farm at Sunnyside, Washington, 
Virginia
Jeanie McKewan, Brightflower Farm, Stockton, Illinois
Even if your farm is small and you can’t leave part of your 
growing space fallow, it’s important to add green manure 
to regenerate your fields. Learn the best methods and 
materials for this process.
10:00 a.m.    Break
10:30 a.m. Equipment
12:00 p.m. Dahlias at Wollam Gardens
Bob Wollam, Wollam Gardens
Dahlias are one of Bob’s specialties. He’ll share his secrets to 
quality production.
12:00 p.m. Lunch in the Wollam Gardens Pavilion and tours 
of Wollam Gardens (alternating)
Designed and hand-built by local carpenters, the Wollam 
Garden Pavilion features supporting columns of native 
cedars, harvested from the farm property. This will serve as 
a natural and beautiful setting for the morning sessions, as 
well as lunch.
 
Attendees will have the option of touring first or having 
lunch first, then alternating with the other group.

 3:00 p.m. Wrapup

Virginia Grower Intensive 

Register online at www.ascfg.org  
or call (440) 774-2887

The Cut Flower Quarterly                                                            40                                                                 Volume 27, Number 3

September 20-22, 2015 

Because of space restrictions, 
attendance at the Virginia  
meetings will be limited.


